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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 28 
February 2005 has been entered. 

Applicant's Response 

In Applicant's Response dated 28 February 2005, Applicant amended Claim 23, 
cancelled Claims 6 and 7, and argued against all rejections previously set forth in the 
Office Action dated 1 1 January 2005. 

All rejections previously set forth are withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-23 and 26-47 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Claims 4-22: 

Claims 4-22 are allowed for the reasons indicated in the Office Action dated 30 
September 2003. 

Claims 23 and 26: 

Regarding Claims 23 and 26, the closest prior art is Royer (US 4.872,196) and 
Sugano (US 5,457,454). 

Royer discloses a Japanese letter input method comprising: 

• disposing Japanese letters and symbols in a concentric circle form; and 

• inputting the letters and symbols by designating, in a predetermined sequence, 
coordinates on the concentric circle form that correspond to the letters and 
symbols using the appropriate telephone keys. 

Sugano discloses a Japanese letter input method comprising: 

• disposing Japanese letters and symbols in a key arrangement on a display 
screen; and 

• inputting the letters and symbols by designating coordinates on the key 
arrangement that correspond to the letters and symbols using a write-pen. 
However, neither Royer nor Sugano discloses or suggests a joystick that moves 

"from a center of [a] concentric circle form outward along one or several directions to a 
point on the circumference of said concentric circle form," as recited in Claim 23 (see 
Lines 6-8). 
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Accordingly, the subject matter of Claim 23 is allowable. Claim 26 is dependent 
upon Claim 23 and is thus allowable. 

Claims 27-45: 

Claims 27-45 are allowed for the reasons for the reasons indicated in the Office 
Action dated 13 August 2004. 

Claims 46 and 47: 

Claims 46 and 47, which were formerly Claims 24 and 25 (see Applicant's 
Response dated 2 June 2004), are allowed for the reasons for the reasons indicated in 
the Office Action dated 13 August 2004. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4137. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon, can be reached at (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
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number for the organization wfiere this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2100. 



WDH 

April 13, 2005 




